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movement of national liberation, it achieved the despotic
repression of the nation, \vith the voluntary assistance of the
middle classes and large sections of the working class.
Only these facts provide the standpoint for a judgment of
what National Socialism regards as its creative achievements, its
work in the field of constitutional, social, and economic
affairs. The outstanding feature to-day in these fields is beyond
question their universal subjection to despotic control. A
machinery of absolute and universal dominion is being erected
in an entirely disorganized State. Nothing is more mistaken
than to talk of a "totalitarian State" or a "classless society"
within the realm of a nihilist revolution. In the place of these
there is the machinery of absolute dominion, recognizing
independence in no sphere at all, not even in the private life of
the individual; and the totalitarian collectivity of the Volks-
gemeinschqft) the "national community," a euphemism for an
atomized, structureless nation.
The retrogression from the conception of the State to that of
the party in what a German sociologist has defined as its
primitive sense, that of an organization for rule by violent
means, is paralleled by the retrogression from the sphere of
legality and constitutionalism to the primeval conception of
Leader and Followers and the principle of absolute power and
blind obedience. Within this organization of dominance
which has replaced the State, there has developed as the
indispensable means of rule the segregation of a privileged
elite from the totally unprotected and disfranchised mass. The
control of the remnants of the State by a party ("the Party
commands the State") may be regarded as a phase in the
process of the dissolution of the old forces of order by the
revolution. This process ends with the absorption of the State
and its functions by the "organization for rule by violent
means." To-day the State is nothing but an administrative
machine. There is no true sphere of the State in the Third Reich.